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forcible abduction of Hindu virgins. It hath there-
fore become a practice of the Hindus to marry their
daughters when very young, so it is our duty to
provide for Sada Kaur, and form an alliance with
some respectable family/

Chandu was of the same opinion, and sending for
his family priest and his barber l ordered them to
go and search for a suitable husband for his daughter.
The detailed instructions usual in such cases were
duly given. The priest and the barber searched in
every city as far as Peshawar, but could find no
suitable mate for Sacla Kaur. They then returned
and duly informed their employer of their ill-success.
The matter remained in abeyance for a time.

One of the main objects of an Oriental woman's
anxiety is to procure the marriage of her children.
She thinks and dreams of her supposed duty in
this respect almost from the time of their birth.
Chandu's*wife again addressed him: ' We must no
longer keep our daughter in our house. Thou art
all day occupied with affairs of state. I can go
nowhere, I sit at home and think of our daughter's
future. The more I see her, the more I sink into
the pit of anxiety/ Chandu explained that he
had already done his best but failed. ' Where there
was a boy of suitable age, his family was not good
enough ; and where the family was good enough the
boy was not of a suitable age/ He admitted that his
daughter was a thorn in his side. She was too old
to be put to death.2 At the same time he could
find no family equal to his own. His wife replied,
f Take God's name and kill not our daughter. No

1  It is customary in India to send the family priest and family
barber on such errands.

2  In former times Indians of high family frequently killed their
daughters to avoid the necessity of giving them in marriage to men of
inferior birth.    The Sikh Gurus resolutely set themselves against the
practice.    At the time of administration of the Pahul or Sikh baptism,
one of the obligations imposed on neophytes is not to kill their
daughters, and to avoid all association with those who do.